
The Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
1811 Lincoln Avenue, Evansville, Indiana 

Office: (812) 476-9991 · redeemerchurch.org 

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                     August 16, 2026 
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

VISITORS AND MEMBERS 
Good morning and welcome!  Attendance cards and offerings will be collected at 
the door as you enter or leave, or you can do both electronically using the QR code 
on the back cover of this bulletin.  We are glad you’re here and look forward to 
meeting you. If you wish, you may also send an email to pastor@redeemerchurch.org.  

AS WE GATHER 
Worship at our church has a lot of cultural elements. It has become our culture.  But 
it is not a part of our deep ancestral culture.  It has critical elements of the culture of 
God.   Things from our culture are changeable.  Things from God’s culture are not. 
  

LESSON FOR DISCIPLES 
We bring a vital message and promise to people of any culture or worldview.  It will 
change them.  It should. 

PRESERVICE MUSIC                   “The Solid Rock”                      by Craig Curry 

✞  PREPARATION  ✞


mailto:pastor@redeemerchurch.org


OPENING HYMN           “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”             (LSB 813 v.1,2,6-7) 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:	 In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:	 Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
Pastor:	 We thank You for Your mercy to us and to the people of every nation, O 		
	 	 Lord, our God.  You have chosen us to know You and to believe in Your 		
	 	 promises. You have called us despite our sinful nature and how that 	 	
	 	 nature manifests itself.  Hear our confession, forgive, and strengthen us 	 	
	 	 that we may overcome sin. 

813 Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng 

 
 
6 At last the march shall end;  

The wearied ones shall rest; 
The pilgrims find their home at last, 

Jerusalem the blest. Refrain 
 
7 Praise Him who reigns on high, 

The Lord whom we adore: 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

One God forevermore. Refrain 
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(We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior.) 
  
Pastor:	 Let us then confess our sins together; 
People:	 Lord, we are dependent on the death of Jesus Christ for our place 	 	
	 	 among Your redeemed people.  We cannot claim that we are 	 	 	
	 	 righteous of our own power or nature.  Help us to increase our 		 	
	 	 mastery over temptation.  Keep us from ruining our witness because 
	 	 of our words and behavior.  Protect us from becoming unrepentant 	 	
	 	 and throwing away Your grace to us.  
  
Pastor:	 God will fight to keep you safe and a part of His chosen people.  As a 	 	
	 	 called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 	 	
	 	 forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and 		
	 	 of the Holy Spirit. 
People:	 Amen. 
  

HYMN OF PRAISE         “Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship”          (LSB 949) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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✞  WORD  ✞


(readings from the English Standard Version Bible (ESV)) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                        Isaiah 56:1,6-8 

Thus says the Lord: 
“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 
for soon My salvation will come, 
    and My righteousness be revealed. 
6 “And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
    to minister to Him, to love the name of the Lord, 
    and to be His servants, 
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 
    and holds fast My covenant— 
7 these I will bring to My holy mountain, 
    and make them joyful in My house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
    will be accepted on My altar; 
for My house shall be called a house of prayer 
    for all peoples.” 
8 The Lord God, 
    who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, 
“I will gather yet others to Him 
    besides those already gathered.” 

	 	 (following the reading …) 

Reader:	 This is the Word of the Lord.	 	  
People:	 Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING                                                 Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32 

I ask, then, has God rejected His people? By no means! For I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has 
not rejected His people whom He foreknew. 



13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the 
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14 in order somehow to make my fellow Jews 
jealous, and thus save some of them. 15 For if their rejection means the 
reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 
28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, 
they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of 
God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now 
have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been 
disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive 
mercy. 32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that He may have mercy on all. 

	 	 (following the reading …) 

Reader:      This is the Word of the Lord.	 	  
People:      Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL	                                                                      Matthew 15:21-28 

Reader:	 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the fifteenth chapter. 
People:	 Glory to You, O Lord. 

And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And 
behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23 But 
He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and begged Him, saying, 
“Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before Him, saying, “Lord, 
help me.” 26 And He answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it 
to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 
their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

	 	 (following the reading …) 

Reader:	 This is the Gospel of the Lord.	       
People:	 Praise to You, O Christ. 



SERMON HYMN           “The God of Abraham Praise”           (LSB 798 v.3-4,6-7) 

  

SERMON  
“Outsiders Brought In” 

Romans 11 
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6) The goodly land I see, 
    With peace and plenty blest: 
 A land of sacred liberty 
    And endless rest. 
 There milk and honey flow, 
    And oil and wine abound, 
 And trees of life forever grow 
    With mercy crowned. 

7) There dwells the Lord our king, 
    The Lord our righteousness, 
 Triumphant o’er the world and sin, 
    The Prince of Peace. 
 On Zion’s sacred height 
    His kingdom He maintains 
 And glorious with His saints in light 
    Forever reigns. 



Intro:  The mythology and culture of a Navajo woman 
  
I.  Tradition, culture, and fact 
         A.  The feigned respect for religious beliefs (tradition, culture) 
                  1.  Mythology creates art 
                  2.  It unites people groups 
                  3.  It inspires names and identities 
                  4.  Where did it come from? 
                  5.  It will leave people on the outside looking in 
         B.  Not my culture 
                  1.  What culture is represented in the Bible? Jewish? 
                  2.  The culture of God 
                  3.  My ancestral culture 
                  4.  Will people reject God because of culture? 
                           a.  Identity 
                           b.  Morality 

II.  God’s plans have always been for all people 
         A.  It was foretold (Isaiah 56) 
         B.  Jesus leaks out grace 
         C.  We are wild olives grafted in 
         D.  Initially our ancestors rejected Him 
                  1.  Rejection will result in a mutual rejection 
                  2.  Heredity, ancestry, and culture will save no one 

III.  God’s ability to graft 
         A.  We are grafted into Christ 
         B.  We gain a unity to the whole tree 
         C.  What of the people who never heard? 
         D.  What of the people who did not believe? 
  
Do you feel that you have any biases based on race?  If so, how do you reconcile 
that with God’s approach to all people? 
  

What aspects of how we do worship do you really like?  Can you still worship if 
those things are not a part of a service? 
  



RESPONSE OF FAITH   The Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
	 the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
	 God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
	 being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
	 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and  
	 was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 	 	
	 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures  
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.	 	 	  
	 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
	 whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.	  
	 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
	 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 	 	
	 resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

OFFERING                         
****To give electronically, scan the QR code at the right, visit our 
website redeemerchurch.org, and click on ‘online giving’, or text 
the word GIVE to (812) 362-2848 and follow the link****You can 

make a one-time gift OR sign up for a recurring donation.  
Recurring donations can be changed or canceled at any time.**** 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE	 	 	                               “Jesus Is Anointed” 

OFFERTORY                “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”                 (LSB 806) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

✞  SACRAMENT  ✞ 
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PREFACE    
Pastor:	 The Lord be with you. 
People:	 And also with you. 
Pastor:	 Lift up your hearts. 
People:	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:	 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
Pastor:       As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 		
	 	 death until He comes. 
People:     Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor:       O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 		
	 	 blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 



	 	 cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
	 	 from the dead, Your ascension in heaven, and Your coming for the final 	 	
	 	 judgment.  So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER   
All:	 	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
	 	 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 	 	
	 	 our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 	 	
	 	 who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation,  
	 	 but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 	 	
	 	 and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:	 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:	 Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 

DISTRIBUTION 
PLEASE NOTE:	 Because the sacrament can be taken to one's spiritual harm if not properly 
understood, 1 Corinthians 11:27, we ask all visitors to refer to our statement of belief found inside the 



back cover of this service folder before communing.  We are eager for you to participate fully in every 
aspect of this ministry, but we do not want to compromise any portion of God's Word among us.   
Even if you are not partaking in this Sacrament, we invite you to come forward to receive a blessing. 
Please indicate your desire to receive a blessing by crossing your arms across your chest. Children are 
invited to come forward and receive a baptismal blessing.  
Gluten-free wafers are available if your health requires it. Please ask the Pastor for one when 
communing. For those who prefer not to have alcohol, there is white grape juice in the cups toward the 
center of the tray. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS     “Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread”    (LSB 625) 
625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread  
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         “The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord”  (LSB 634) 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord  

 

 

 
 
5 We dare not ask how this can be, 

But simply hold the mystery 
And trust this word where life begins: 
³*LYHQ�DQG�VKHG�IRU�DOO�\RXU�VLQV�´ 

 
6 They who this word do not believe 

This food unworthily receive, 
Salvation here will never find² 
May we this warning keep in mind! 

 
7 But blest is each believing guest 

Who in these promises finds rest; 
For Jesus shall in love remain 
With all who here His grace obtain. 

 
8 Help us sincerely to believe 

That we may worthily receive 
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest. 
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BENEDICTION 
Pastor:	 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
	 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
	 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
People:	 Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN      “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”       (LSB 844 v.1-4) 
844 Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace  

 

 

 

 
 
5 With Thine own love may I be filled 

And by Thy Holy Spirit willed, 
That all I touFK��ZKHUH¶HU�,�EH� 
May be divinely touched by Thee. 
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POSTLUDE                     “Along the King’s Highway”                       by Lani Smith 

Portions of this worship service are protected by copyrights from Concordia Publishing House License 
#000012078 and CCLI License #397712.  We acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these 

items with us as part of our praise and worship of Jesus Christ. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Kevin and Jill 
Schnitker in celebration of their forty-fifth wedding anniversary. 

THE NURSERY is available for the care of your little ones.  It is located in the 
southwest corner of the Education Wing/Preschool Hallway and is clearly marked.  
Please use the nursery at your convenience or when you find that the younger 
members of your family are disturbing your time of worship.  

THIS WEEK @ 9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 
• Zechariah with Pastor Tom in the Fellowship Hall 

NEXT WEEK @ 9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 
• Guest speaker from Child Protective Services in the Fellowship Hall 

WEEKLY 9:15AM SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASSES FOR  
TODDLERS - HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Sunday Morning Littles & Live! (2 yr olds - 4th Grade) meets in Room 201 
Redeemer Roots - Middle School (5-8th) meets in Room 200  

Redeemer Reach - High School (9-12th) meets in the Youth Room 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Today is ALMS Sunday. 

You can still submit your family photos!   Email Nicole at nicole@redeemerchurch.org.  An 
information form we’d like everyone to fill out is still be available in the Gathering Areas. 

Choir Practice begins this week!  The weekly 6:30pm choir practice begins this 
Wednesday, August 19 @Evansville.  All voices high and low are welcome to join us! 

Habitat Home Dedication  The Lutheran build for Ladesha Anderson at 1711 S. Bedford is 
going to be dedicated August 27th at 5pm.  All are welcome.   

New Women’s Evening Bible Study begins August 18th!  They will be going through the 
book “The Mighty & The Mysterious (A study of Colossians) by Heidi Goehmann.  Women of 
all ages are welcome to join.  They meet at McCollough Library from 5:30-7pm on Tuesdays. 

Support our Youth!  We are taking orders for Roots & Reach t-shirts!  A shirt will be on 
display along with an order form.  The cost is $20 each and all profits will go towards the 
fund for the 2028 National Youth Gathering. 

  In Our Prayers   
Praise and Thanks 
For Barb W’s good biopsy results 
Grief 
For the friends and family of Carl Heldt 
For Kristi and family following the unexpected tragic death of her husband 
Illness/Recovery 
Carole & Craig D  Ed C  Maxwell & Zachary E  Vickie K  Brent H  Laura  Susan  Louise 
Intercession 
For USI students & staff who begin the 26-27 year this week 
For the Ozanam Family Shelter staff and residents 
For all dementia patients and their caregivers 
For peace around the world and for persecuted Christians around the world 
For our congregation and for our improvement plans beginning at Newburgh 
For the success of Redeemer Preschool and Evansville Lutheran School 
Wisdom for our country’s leaders and all those in authority 
For our military and their families; Kurt, Cason, Cody & Katy M 
Redeemer Families 
Pastor Jeremy, Landis, Cameron, Connor and Collin S 
Neil, Lisa and Daniel J 
Bill, Michele and Leah H 

mailto:nicole@redeemerchurch.org

