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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST September 6. 2026
8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion

VISITORS AND MEMBERS

Good morning and welcome! Attendance cards and offerings will be collected at
the door as you enter or leave, or you can do both electronically using the QR code
on the back cover of this bulletin. We are glad you’re here and look forward to
meeting you. If you wish, you may also send an email to pastor@redeemerchurch.org.

AS WE GATHER

Worldly standards of greatness often impact how we interact and treat other
Christians. In congregations today, the greatest in the reign of heaven are new
believers, those subject to the gravest of life’s crises, as well as those who battle
temptation and fear. To receive such people and to care for them is the most
important work of all. For it is to receive and care for the Christ Himself.

LESSON FOR DISCIPLES

If you approach Jesus with something in your hands you will be sent away empty. If
you come to Him with nothing, like a child, you will enter and receive everything
He has to give.

PRESERVICE MUSIC “Fountain Medley” by Penny Rodriguez

Today s service uses portions of Divine Service Il

CALL TO WORSHIP “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” by Terre Johnson (Choir)

Jesus, lover of my soul, Other refuge have I none;

Let me to Thy bosom fly, Hangs my helpless soul on Thee;,
While the nearer waters roll, Leave me not alone,

While the tempest still is high, Still support and comfort me.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, All my trust on Thee is stayed,
Till the storm of life is past, All my help from Thee I bring;
Safe into the haven guide, Cover my defenseless head

O receive my soul at last! With the shadow of Thy wing.
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Plenteous grace with Thee is found,
Grace to cover all my sin,

Let the healing streams abound,
Make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art,

Freely let me take of Thee,

Spring thou up within my heart,
Rise to all eternity.

Jesus, lover of my soul.
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OPENING HYMN “Come, Thou Almighty King” (LSB 905)
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1 Come, Thou al - might - vy King, Help us  Thy
2 Come, Thou in - car - nate  Word, Gird on  Thy
3 Come, ho - ly Com - fort - er, Thy sa - cred
An 4 To Thee, great One in  Three, E - ter - nal
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Come and reign o - ver us, An -cient of Days.
And let Thy righ - teous-ness On us de - scend.
And ne’er from us de - part, Spir - it of pow’r.
And to e - tr - ni-ty Love and a - dore.
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INVOCATION

Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the w Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor:
People:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior.)

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

KYRIE
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:
People:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the ® Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God in the Highest” (LSB 204)
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev-er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

¢ WORD +

(readings from the English Standard Version Bible (ESV))

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7-9

“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever
you hear a word from My mouth, you shall give them warning from Me. sIf I say to



the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand. *But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way,
and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will
have delivered your soul.

(following the reading ...)

Reader:  This 1s the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Romans 13:1-10

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. ? Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist
will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would
you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will
receive his approval, 4 for he is God s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be
afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an
avenger who carries out God'’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 3 Therefore one must be in
subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. ¢ For
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God,
attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes
are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed,
honor to whom honor is owed.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. ? For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment,
are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

(following the reading ...)

Reader:  This 1s the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1-20

Reader:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
People:  Glory to You, O Lord.

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven?” 2 And calling to Him a child, He put him in the midst of them 3 and
said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

5 “Whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me, 6 but whoever causes
one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him to have a
great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

7 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations
come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8 And if your hand or your
foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life
crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire.

9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you
to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven
their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven. 12 What do you
think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not
leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went
astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the
ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of My Father who is in
heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen,
take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. 7 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile
and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 1° Again I say
to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them
by My Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in My name, there
am I among them.”

(following the reading ...)

Reader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.



SERMON HYMN “Children of the Heavenly Father” (LSB 725)
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SERMON

“Caring for the Greatest”
Matthew 18:1-20

1. The Desire for Greatness
A. It’s the American way
B. Its our human nature
C. Talent, Status, Wealth, Power, Influence

I1. Jesus Defines the Greatest
A. Image of a Child
B. Weak, Vulnerable
C. Dependent, Needy
D. Humble
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Ill. Turn and Become Like a Child
A. Away with the comparisons, credentials, status
B. Acknowledge that you are utterly dependent
C. In Need of Christ's provision, grace, and mercy
D. Humble yourself to become like this child

1V, Receiving Jesus

A. Regard the weakest as the greatest

B. Who is the greatest disciple in the Kingdom of Heaven?
1. Newest and least informed believers
2. Those subject to the gravest of life's crises
3. Those battling temptation or fear
4. Those who have gone astray

C. To receive such and to care for them is the most important work of all for it

is to receive and care for the Christ Himself

RESPONSE OF FAITH The Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.



OFFERING

To give electronically, scan the QR code at the right, visit our
website redeemerchurch.org, and click on ‘online giving’, or text
the word GIVE to (812) 362-2848 and follow the link. You can
make a one-time gift OR sign up for a recurring donation.
Recurring donations can be changed or canceled at any time.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Jesus Sends the 72"
OFFERTORY “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (LSB 955)
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give us A fore-taste of the feast to come. o
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

¢ SACRAMENT %
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PREFACE

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s

Pastor:

People:

death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension in heaven, and Your coming for
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE OF THE LORD

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People:  Amen.

AGNUS DEI
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.



DISTRIBUTION

PLEASE NOTE: Because the sacrament can be taken to one's spiritual harm if not properly
understood, I Corinthians 11:27, we ask all visitors to refer to our statement of belief found
inside the back cover of this service folder before communing. We are eager for you to
participate fully in every aspect of this ministry, but we do not want to compromise any portion
of God's Word among us.

Even if vou are not partaking in this Sacrament, we invite you to come forward to receive a
blessing. Please indicate vour desire to receive a blessing by crossing your arms across your
chest. Children are invited to come forward and receive a baptismal blessing.

Gluten-free wafers are available if vour health requires it. Please ask the Pastor for one when
communing. For those who prefer not to have alcohol, there is white grape juice in the cups
toward the center of the tray.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face” (LSB 631)
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1 Here, O my Lord, I see  Thee face to face;
2 Here would I feed up - on the bread of God,
3 This is the hour of ban - quet and of song;
41 have no help but Thine; nor do I need
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Here would 1 touch and han - dle things un - seen;
Here drink with  Thee the roy - al wine of heav’'n;
This is the heav’n - ly ta - ble spread for me;
An oth - er arm but Thine to lean up - on.
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Here grasp with firm - er hand thee - ter - nal grace,
Here would I lay a - side each earth-ly load,
Here let me feast and, feast - ing, still pro - long
" It is e - nough, my Lord, ¢ - nough in - deed;
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And al my wea - ri - ness up - on Thee lean.
Here taste a - fresh the <calm  of sin for - giv’'n.
The brief bright hour of fel - low - ship with Thee.
My strength is in Thy might, Thy might a - lone.



Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;

Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:

Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God.

Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,

The Lamb's great marriage feast of bliss and love.
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“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” (LSB 711)
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
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bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless-ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours. §
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear us chil - dren when we pray. °
bless-ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to You. 3
bless-ed Je - sus, You have loved us, love us  still. a
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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BENEDICTION
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you.

People:

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.

Amen.



CLOSING HYMN “Go My Children With My Blessing” (LSB 922)
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1 Go, My chil-dren, with My bless - ing, Nev - er a - lone.
2 Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
3 Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Clos - er to Me;
41 the Lord will bless and keep you And give  you peace;
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Wak - ing, sleep-ing, 1 am with you; You are My own. In My
Here you learned how much 1 love you, What 1 can cure. Here you
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, Joy - ful and free. Here My
I the Lord will smile up-on you And give youpeace: I the
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heard My dear Son’s sto - ry; Here you touched Him, saw His glo - ry.
Spir - it’s pow - er filled you; Here His ten - der com - fort stilled you.
Lord will be your Fa - ther, Sav - ior, Com - fort - er, and Broth-er.
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Go, My chil-dren, with My bless-ing— You are My own. &
Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure. 3
Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Joy - ful and free. $§
Go, My chil-dren; I will keep you And give youpeace. <
POSTLUDE “Go Forth in Faith” by Lani Smith

Portions of this worship service are protected by copyrights from Concordia Publishing House License
#000012078 and CCLI License #397712. We acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these
items with us as part of our praise and worship of Jesus Christ.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God in honor of our pastors.

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Jack Hrvatin in
celebration of the wedding of Anthony Royes



THE NURSERY is available for the care of your little ones. It is located in the
southwest corner of the Education Wing/Preschool Hallway and is clearly marked.
Please use the nursery at your convenience or when you find that the younger
members of your family are disturbing your time of worship.

THIS WEEK @ 9:15 a.m. ADULT BIBLE STUDY:

* Galatians with Pastor Jason in the Fellowship Hall

WEEKLY 9:15AM SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASSES FOR
TODDLERS - HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER SCHEDULE
Sunday Morning Littles & Live! (2 yr olds - 4th Grade) meets in Room 201
Redeemer Roots - Middle School (5-8th) meets in Room 200
Redeemer Reach - High School (9-12th) meets in the Youth Room

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can still submit your family photos! Email Nicole at nicole@redeemerchurch.org. An
information form we’d like everyone to fill out is still be available in the Gathering Areas as

well. Photos can be submitted thru September for the new directory.

The 2026 Nut & Candy Sale has begun! Get your order forms today in the Gathering Area
or in the September VQ. Orders are due in by September 30. Pickup date November 8.

Church Office (and Preschool) Closed Tomorrow 9/7 for the Labor Day holiday.

i In Our P rayers T

Praise and Thanks
For the wedding today of Anthony Noyes and Molly Brothers

Illness[Recovery

Carolyn K Carole & Craig D Ed C Paula N Maxwell E Walter R Louise

Intercession
For Julia and Ben traveling in Europe and all those traveling for the holiday

For dementia patients, their families and caregivers

For the Ozanam Family Shelter staff and residents
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For peace around the world and for persecuted Christians around the world

For our congregation and for our improvement plans beginning at Newburgh

For the success of Redeemer Preschool and Evansville Lutheran School

Wisdom for our country’s leaders and all those in authority

For our military and their families; Kurt, Cason, Cody & Katy M

Redeemer Families

Tami, Brentan S
Jeff and Beth K

8:00 am Traditional Worship:

Communion Care: Shauna Boom
Organist: Molly Wuertz

10:30 am Traditional Worship:

Organist: Molly Wuertz
Communion Care: Cara Baumgart

8:00 am Traditional Worship:

Kim F

Serving Today

September 6. 2026

Worship Assistant:  Greg Barnett
Attending Elder: Neil Jones
Coffee Maker: Angela Carrel
September 6. 2026

Attending Elder: Rick Castle
Usher: Joel Budke
Coffee Maker: Angela Carrel
Serving Next Sunday

September 13. 2026

Attending Elder: David Weaver
Coftee Maker: June Schwengel

September 13. 2026

Communion Care: Monica Mills
Organist: Molly Wuertz

10:30 am Traditional Worship:

Michele Hosmon
Neil Jones
Will and Lori Smith

Worship Assistant:
Attending Elder:
Ushers:

Coffee Maker: June Schwengel
Organist: Molly Wuertz
Communion Care: Pam Keller



